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Alaska Pacific Cod Fisheries

Federal: Federal waters (3-200 nmi) guided by NPFMC
process.  Harvest deducted from federal TAC.

Parallel: State waters (0-3) nmi concurrent with adjacent 
federal fishery and generally adopt federal regulations 
and management measures as guided by the board 
process.  Harvest deducted from federal TAC.

State-waters (GHL): State waters (0-3 nmi) guided by the 
board process.  Harvest deducted from state GHL.
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Aleutian Islands Subdistrict

Dutch Harbor 
Subdistrict

Bering Sea-Aleutian Islands
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Aleutian Islands Subdistrict (AIS)
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ÅFishery began 2006

ÅGHL = 27% federal AI ABC

ÅIncreases 4% each year following 

achievement of GHL to a max 39% 

Å15 million lb GHL limit

ÅNot allocated between gear types

ÅOpen Access - Non-exclusive registration 

area

ÅTwo seasons:

ÅWŀƴ м Җ сл Ŧǘ h![ - Adak Section

ÅMid-March larger vessels

ÅLegal gear

ÅPots, trawl, jig, longline, 

hand trawl

Å150,000 lb daily and trip limit

Aleutian Islands Subdistrict (AIS)
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Year Season GHL Harvest 

GHL 

Achieved Vessels Landings 

Average price 

per pound 

Fishery 

value 

2006 A season 8,981,540 8,502,781  26 68 $0.23 $1.30 

 B season 3,849,232 352,821  5 19 $0.38 $1.40 

 TOTAL  12,830,772 8,855,602 N 30 87 $0.31 $2.70 

2007 A season 8,148,202 8,229,931  27 97 $0.45 $3.60 

 B season 3,492,086 3,409,070  12 106 $0.52 $1.70 

 TOTAL  11,640,288 11,639,001 Y 39 203 $0.49 $5.30 

2008 A season 8,148,202 7,477,507  30 116 $0.63 $4.50 

 B season 3,492,086 4,241,692  18 77 $0.57 $1.80 

 TOTAL  11,640,288 11,719,199 Y 45 193 $0.61 $6.30 

2009 A season 8,425,981 5,537,886  22 50 NA NA 

 B season 3,611,135 CF  5 47 CF CF 

 TOTAL  12,037,116 CF N 27 97 CF CF 

2010 A season 8,055,608 7,959,514  16 84 $0.25 $1.60 

 B season 3,452,404 826,170  3 4 $0.32 $1.10 

 TOTAL  11,508,012 8,785,685 N 16 88 $0.29 $2.70 

2011 A season 10,879,701 CF  3 4 CF CF 

 B season 4,662,729 CF  4 16 CF CF 

 TOTAL  15,542,430 595,289 N 6 20 CF CF 

2012 A season 14,537,132 11,462,339  21 201 $0.31 $3.60 

 B season 6,230,200 953,312  7 25 CF CF 

 TOTAL  20,767,332 12,341,027 N 26 226 CF CF 

2013 A season 14,213,056 CF  12 CF CF CF 

 B season 6,091,310 CF  1 CF CF CF 

 TOTAL  20,304,366 10,563,646 N 13 151 CF CF 

2014 A season 12,504,712 CF  8 133 CF CF 

 B season 5,359,162 0  0 0 $0.00 $0.00 

 TOTAL  17,863,874 CF N 8 133 CF CF 

2015 A season 12,620,583 CF  2 CF CF CF 

 B season 5,408,821 0  0 0 $0.00 $0.00 

 TOTAL  18,029,404 CF N 2 CF CF CF 

2016  10,476,259 CF N 6 39 CF CF 

2017  12,797,703 CF N 3 84 CF CF 

2018  12,798,000 CF Y 14 132 CF CF 

 

Aleutian Islands Subdistrict (AIS)
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Proposal 1

Current

ÅJan 1 opening ςAdak Section

ÅҖ сл Ŧǘ ǘǊŀǿƭΣ ǇƻǘΣ ƧƛƎ 

ÅҖ ру Ŧǘ ƭƻƴƎƭƛƴŜ

ÅMid-March opening, based on 
federal trawl closure

ÅҖ мнр Ŧǘ Ǉƻǘ

ÅҖ млл Ŧǘ ǘǊŀǿƭ

ÅҖ ру Ŧǘ ƧƛƎΣ ƭƻƴƎƭƛƴŜ

Å150,000 lb daily and delivery 
limit

ÅNon-exclusive registration area

Proposed

ÅOpen 7 days after federal BSAI 
under 60 pot and HAL closure

Åtƻǘ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ Җ ру Ŧǘ h![

Å60 pot limit

ÅNo harvest limitations

ÅExclusive registration area

Replace AIS management plan with Dutch Harbor Subdistrict 
Management Plan

tƘƻǘƻΥ bŜȄǘ {ǘƻǇΧǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΗ
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Number of vessels by gear type and vessel size in the Aleutian 
Islands Subdistrict state-waters Pacific cod fishery

Year 

Longline Jig Pot Trawl    

Less than 

59 ft 

Over 

58 ft 

Less than  

60 ft 

61 to  

125 ft 

Less than 

60 ft 

61 to  

125 ft 

Less than  

60 ft 

61 to  

100 ft 

Total 

vessels 

 

2006 3 5 0 0 0 3 3 17 31  

2007 0 0 0 0 1 11 7 13 32  

2008 7 2 5 0 3 11 5 17 50  

2009 6 0 2 0 0 3 6 10 27  

2010 0 1 0 0 0 6 4 9 20  

2011 2 1 0 0 0 2 0 2 7  

2012 6 0 3 0 6 0 7 9 31  

2013 1 0 0 0 7 0 1 4 13  

2014 0 0 0 0 4 0 2 2 8  

2015 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2  

2016 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 6  

2017 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 3  

2018 0 0 0 0 6 2 5 1 14  
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Proposal 2

ÅFishery historically 
underutilized

ÅGHL achieved in 
2007, 2008, and 2018

ÅGHL limit established in 
2015

ÅReduce likelihood of 
foregone harvest 

ÅNo shore-based 
processor

ÅLimited participation

Eliminate the 15 million lb AIS GHL limit
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Proposal 3
Adjust the annual AIS GHL based on western Aleutian 
processor availability  

ÅFor years without a shore-based 
processor
ÅLowers baseline GHL from 

27% to 13.5% of AI ABC

ÅWhen processor is operational 
in communities of Adak or Atka
ÅGHL set according to 

current regulations

ÅFishery historically 
underutilized

ÅReduce likelihood of 
unharvested GHL
ÅNo shore-based processor
ÅLimited participation
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Proposal 4

Currently:

Åҗ фл҈ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ Ґ DI[ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ
ÅGHL step up

ÅBaseline GHL = 27% federal AI ABC
ÅIncreases 4% each year following 

achievement of GHL to a max 39% 

ÅReduction inline with step up 
regulations

Å< 85% harvest of GHL
ÅGHL not achieved
ÅGHL reduced step-wise by 4% from 

previous year to a minimum of 
11% of AI ABC

ÅReduce likelihood of unharvested GHL
ÅNo shore-based processor
ÅLimited participation

Reduce the annual AIS GHL based on the harvest in the 
preceding year
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Proposal 5

ÅFederal set-aside not 
recognized in state 
regulations

ÅAdopted in 2016 and 
first enacted in 2018

ÅMay increase GHL by as 
much as 11 million lb
(5,000 mt)

ÅNot accrue toward 
15 million lb limit

ÅMay pre-empt federal 
fishery

Increase the 2020 AIS GHL based on the federal set-aside that 
is not available in the Aleutian Islands due to unrestricted 
trawl harvest in the 2019 fishery
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